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the abdication of the Emperor and the final official withdrawal of
sanctions in July, 1936.

Nor did Eden come out any better in his handling of the Spanish
rebellion, which in my opinion is one of the sorriest stories in the
whole of our diplomatic history. We were outmanoeuvred at every
turn by the Germans and Italians. It is true the inspiration for
the non-intervention policy came from France, and it was customary
for ministers to take cover under that cloak* But France was in a
bad way, torn by internal dissensions, and the popular front that
brought Blum to the position of Prime Minister was only loosely
knit together. The machinations of the Germans and Italians were
common knowledge and known to most people in political circles.
I knew at least one or two ministers well enough tp talk seriously
to them about it, and I was met by the defence that in Fascist states
it was difficult for our intelligence service to function and collect
information. We know enough now to say of this defence: "Poppy-
cock!" a slang word that well describes it. There were elements
in this country that were so obsessed with fear of Bolshevism that it
warped their judgment and played into the hands of the enemies.
of freedom.

The Spanish Republican Government no doubt had its faults,
inevitable in a backward country where a large proportion of the
people is illiterate. But that did not justify rebellion and the use
of armed force against it. There was a good case, however, for
non-intervention and leaving the Spaniards to settle their own
internal quarrels, a good sound liberal principle to which no
exception could be taken. But this is just what the Italians and
Germans were not allowing them to do. Under the cloak of
"volunteers," thousands of Italians and Germans were being
directed to the peninsula, well-equipped, organised, and with
experienced officers. A counter-charge was made that the Russians
were doing the same, but I don't think there is much doubt that the
other two countries started the game. Anyhow, Russia was too
far away, and without the shipping facilities to do it on anything
like the same scale. Naturally, the Spanish Government, deserted
by its army and without arsenals, looked to the democracies for
supplies, and as the legitimate government, it had the right to buy
them. But under the cloak of non-intervention France and Great
Britain closed their markets to them.

Great Britain, twice in six years, had voted overwhelmingly
Conservative, The nation did so because it wanted a strong
government. There was a feeling that whatever faults the Tories
might have, they would maintain our prestige abroad and keep our
defences efficient.

I am satisf^Wfeiie of the reasons that the Conservative Party